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near that part, to carry us off. In our road we met the
Surgeon of the Hampshire, who said, if we would follow him
we should see some sport. Two foolish lads, passengers
of theirs at the third mate's table, going out Cadets to
Bombay, had gambled during the voyage, and upon settling
their card account that morning, differed materially as to
the balance, which produced a violent quarrel. After
abusing each other in the most scurrilous and blackguard
language, they boxed, whereupon the officers interfered,
observing that if upon their arrival in India the Commander
in Chief should hear of such ungentlemanlike conduct, they
certainly would be dismissed the service, and they per-
suaded them that the only way to avoid such a fate would be
to meet as officers should, and settle their dispute in the
field. So serious a measure neither of the disputants seemed
willing to adopt, until assured if they did not they would be
sent to Coventry by their messmates and every person in
the ship. They then reluctantly consented to a meeting,
but it would have been difficult to decide which wan most
frightened at the thoughts of such a step. The Fourth
mate consented to be second to one of the combatants, the
Doctor's assistant to the other, these seconds having
privately agreed not to put any ball in the pistols.

Having been made acquainted with these particulars, we
accompanied the Doctor to the spot where the dire conflict
was to take place, the two heroes having arrived there just
before us and in a sad tremour. The ceremony of loading
the pistols by the seconds being finished, they next spoke
of distance, the Doctor proposing six paces! upon
which both violently protested against being BO near, one
of them saying he understood thirty yards was the
usual space. The seconds told them the pistols would not
carry much further. After much argument and discussion,
it was resolved that twelve paces should bo the distance.
This the parties concerned pronounced absolute butchery.
They nevertheless were obliged to yield, and finding that
to be the case, insisted that the Fourth mate, who had much
longer legs than the Deputy Surgeon, should measure the